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PALM BEACH COUNTY COMMISSION ON ETHICS 

 
• Background 

 
On July 22, 2012, Victoria McCullough gave a $4000 donation to Respondent for his legal defense fund regarding a 
voter recount in the Village of Wellington (the Village) mayoral race.  According to state law, a donation to such a 
legal defense fund is not a political contribution.  At the time of the gift, Respondent had been sworn in as Village 
Mayor, and Respondent was the principal of several registered lobbyists who lobby the Village.   
 

• Investigation 
 
During the investigation it was discovered that the original donation to Respondent from McCullough was 
attempted to be made in March, 2012.  A donation check for $4000 was sent at that time by McCullough to 
Respondent’s representative via U.S. Mail to help cover the legal expenses of the election recount.  This initial 
mailing occurred prior to Respondent taking office on April 9, 2012, and prior to McCullough becoming the 
principal of lobbyists in late June, 2012.  The original donation was apparently lost in the mail.  McCullough was 
later re-contacted by a member of Respondent’s election staff and advised they had never received her pledged 
donation to assist with these legal fees.  The subsequent replacement donation was tendered on July 22, 2012, and 
given personally from McCullough to Respondent’s wife, Linda Margolis.   
 
Under PBC Code of Ethics Section 2-444(a)(1), Gift Law, it is prohibited for any member of a local governing body, 
mayor, chief executive, or employee of the county or any municipality within the county, to accept any gift valued 
at more than $100 from any lobbyist, principal or employer of any lobbyist who lobbies the official or employees 
government. 
 
Since the gift of $4000 was ultimately given to Respondent by McCullough after she had become the principal of 
lobbyists who were registered to lobby the Village, and after Respondent was sworn in as Village Mayor, this 
donation of $4000 constituted a prohibited gift accepted in violation of §2-444(1)(a). 
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 Background 

 
On July 22, 2012, Victoria McCullough gave a $4000 donation to Respondent for his legal defense fund regarding a 
voter recount in the Village of Wellington (the Village) mayoral race.  According to state law, a donation to such a 
legal defense fund is not a political contribution.  At the time of the gift, Respondent had been sworn in as Village 
Mayor, and Respondent was the principal of several registered lobbyists who lobby the Village.   
 

 Investigation 
 
During the investigation it was discovered that the original donation to Respondent from McCullough was 
attempted to be made in March, 2012.  A donation check for $4000 was sent at that time by McCullough to 
Respondent’s representative via U.S. Mail to help cover the legal expenses of the election recount.  This initial 
mailing occurred prior to Respondent taking office on April 9, 2012, and prior to McCullough becoming the 
principal of lobbyists in late June, 2012.  The original donation was apparently lost in the mail.  McCullough was 
later re-contacted by a member of Respondent’s election staff and advised they had never received her pledged 
donation to assist with these legal fees.  The subsequent replacement donation was tendered on July 22, 2012, and 
given personally from McCullough to Respondent’s wife, Linda Margolis.   
 
Respondent provided the following documents as evidence that only one $4,000 donation to the legal defense 
fund had been received.  
 

 Copy of a document entitled “Margolis Legal Defense Fund Ledger,” listing all contributions to and 
expenditures from the legal defense account starting on May 17, 2012, when Respondent made a $100 
deposit to open this account, to December 31, 2012, where the ledger showed an expenditure of $8.00 to 
the First National Bank of South Miami, where the account was located.  (1 page)  
(In all, the ledger listed fourteen (14) entries.  Eight (8) of these entries were deposits, including the $4,000 donation of Victoria 
McCullough dated July 22, 2012.  Two (2) of these entries were expenditures to Mark Heller’s law firm – Messer Caparello & Self, 
P.A., a $7,500 expenditure on September 7, 2012, and a $1,250 expenditure on November 19, 2012.  The final four (4) entries on the 
ledger were for eight dollars each to the First National Bank of South Miami, and appear to be banking fees.) 

 

 Copies of information from the First National Bank of South Miami listing deposits and expenditures from 
this account as stated on the Ledger, along with photocopies of the actual checks deposited and written 
as expenditures on this account. (15 pages) 

 

 A copy of a sworn and notarized affidavit dated January 18, 2013, from Pamela Wendt, Custodian of 
Records for First National Bank of South Miami, stating, “Here are all the statements, checks, and deposits 
that have been done on this account since it opened.”  With this affidavit were copies of the all deposits 
and expenditures from this account.  (18 pages) 
(It should be noted that the deposits and expenditures listed by the bank correspond with the information provided to COE staff by 
counsel for Respondent on January 17, 2013.) 
 

 Copy of sworn affidavit from Josh Margolis (Trustee of Legal Defense Fund), stating that the ledger 
submitted represents all funds received by him, and that all funds received were deposited into the 
Margolis Legal Defense Fund account. (2 pages) 
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Under PBC Code of Ethics Section 2-444(a)(1), Gift Law, it is prohibited for any member of a local governing body, 
mayor, chief executive, or employee of the county or any municipality within the county, to accept any gift valued 
at more than $100 from any lobbyist, principal or employer of any lobbyist who lobbies the official or employees 
government. 
 
Since the gift of $4000 was ultimately given to Respondent by McCullough after she had become the principal of 
lobbyists who were registered to lobby the Village, and after Respondent was sworn in as Village Mayor, this 
donation of $4000 constituted a prohibited gift accepted in violation of §2-444(1)(a). 
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THE LAW OFFICE ROMA W. THEUS, II, P.A. 
1365 Santa Barbara Drive 
Wellington, Florida 33414 

Telephone Number 561.793.8169 
Facsimile Number 561.791.3669 

Mobile Number 954.415.9517 

VIA FACSIMILE AND FIRST CLASS MAIL 

December 17, 2012 

Ms. Gina Levesque 
c/o Palm Beach County Commission 

On Ethics 
2633 Vista Parkway 
West Palm Bea~ FL 33411 

Re: Notice Of Appearance On Behalf 
Of Ms. Victoria D. McCullough 

Dear Ms. Levesque: 

Please be advised that by these presents I am entering my Notice of 
Appearance on behalf of Ms. Victoria D. McCullough. Accordingly, please 
immediately furnish me with true, accurate and complete copies of all 
papers that pertain to any matter regarding Ms. McCullough. My mailing 
address is set out above; and my e-mail address is P917@aol.com. 

Thank you for your attention to the matters addressed in this 
Notice of Appearance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W OFFICE OF ROMA W. THEUS, II, P 

By: 
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